[bookmark: _Hlk117163162][bookmark: _Hlk167112355]        PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF WILBER, NEBRASKA
Tuesday, May 14, 2024  7:00 p.m.

	Mayor Chrans called the regular meeting to order at the Cultural Center at 110 W Third Street in Wilber, Nebraska at 7:00 p.m.  Notice of this meeting was published in The Wilber Republican on May 1, 2024.  The following were present. Mayor Roger Chrans, Council members Allen Brozovsky, Tim Lempka, Kent Linhart and Randy Sasek.  City Attorney Tad Eickman, City Clerk Lori Rezny, City Treasurer Melissa Beeman, Water/WWTP Operator Jason Ripa, City Superintendent Tim Krivohlavek, Saline Co Deputy Eric Escobar, Craig Vyhnalek, Melissa Smith, John Connell, Jason Brinkman and Kevin Tachovsky arrived at 7:25 p.m. 
The Mayor stated that the open meetings act is posted in the meeting room and is available for public inspection.  Roll call shows four Councilmembers are present.  The Mayor called for recognition of visitors if anyone in attendance wishes to address the Council.  No one addressed the Council.  
Lempka moved and Brozovsky seconded the motion to approve the consent agenda including the minutes of the April 9, 2024 regular meeting and May 1, 2024 special meeting and claims as presented.  Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
[bookmark: _Hlk145577531][bookmark: _Hlk163833820][bookmark: _Hlk90470786][bookmark: _Hlk77171361][bookmark: _Hlk161645819][bookmark: _Hlk155879899]Claims were as follows.  Description of claims for this legal, an-annuity; bond-bond expense, pymt, interest; const-construction; eq-equipment; ex-expense; ga-garnishment; gr-grant reimb; in-insurance; ml-mileage; mi-miscellaneous; pf-professional services; pr-payroll; ps-power supplier; rb-reimbursement; rp-repairs and maintenance; st-sales tax; se-service; sup-supplies; loan-srf/loan pymt; tr-transfer of funds; ut-utilities. 41 Auto Parts, rp, 612.56; Aflac, in, 487.84; Aqua Chem, sup, 708.90; Beatrice Sand, sup, 421.75; Ben Meyer, rb, 174.99; Big Blue Diesel, rp, 4805.96; Black Hills, ut, 118.20; Blackburn Tech, se, 33.99; Bound Tree, sup, 370.40; Border States, sup, 2248.97; City of Wilber, ut, 2569.44; pr, 44,382.74; Constellation Newenergy, ut, 414.75; Crete Ace Hardware, sup, 365.86; CAMC, se, 1200.00; Crete Lumber, sup, 61.54; Daniel Slepicka, rb, 250.00; Dustin Burns, rb, 91.15; Dutton-Lainson, sup, 2036.80; Eakes, sup, 396.43; Echo Group, sup, 247.98; Elan Financial, eq, sup, 9076.09; eq, sup, 3382.43; Envision Landscapes, sup, 16,800.00; Fairbury Winnelson, rp, 1849.72; F & M Bank, bond, 18,887.76; hsa, 1455.00;  Farmers Elevator, sup, 1170.05; First Bankcard, sup, ex, 347.14; Food Mesto, sup, 3.19; Grainer, sup, 79.25; Hawkins, sup, 581.97; Heath Prop., rb, 250.00; HOA Solutions, se, 350.00; IRS, pr tx, 9566.34; Kovar Sales, rp, 106.15; Linda Rezabek, rb, 250.00; Lowes, sup, 115.12; MacQueen Emergency Group, rp, 1573.37; Matheson, sup, 342.59; Michael Todd, rp, 806.20; Midwest Labs, ex, 377.85; Miller See, sup, 115.00; Municipal Supply, sup, 1068.37; Mutual of Omaha, pension, 3105.81; Municipal Emergency Services, sup, 70.07; Ne Public Health, ex, 524.00; Norris PP, ps, 56,548.65; Olsson, pf, 550.00; One Call, se, 52.06; Petty Cash, rb, 250.00; Quadient, ex, 699.00; 120.75; Recreation Supply, rp, 624.70; Rose Equip, rp, 2830.75; Sack Lumber, sup, 855.86; Saline Co. Clerk, se, 16,666.66; Saline Co Treas., se, 309.17; Schuerman Welding, rp, 304.89; Seward Co Indep., ex, 79.34; Shop Qwik, sup, 953.46; State of Ne., st, 7652.53; w/h, 3859.19; Tad Eickman, pf, 2000.00; Vyhnalek Ins, in, 152.00; W-C School Dist., tr, 2875.00; Walker Uniform, se, 68.36; Waste Connections, se, 18,427.77; ex, 3203.42; Waterpark Excite, eq, 3413.00; WAPA, ps, 10,696.89; Wilber Plumbing, sup, 44.23; Windstream, ut, 896.79. 
Ordinance #979 was read by title. Sasek introduced Ordinance #979 an ordinance of the City of Wilber, Saline County, Nebraska, relating to electric service rates and to provide for the amendment of Chapter 3, Article 3, Section 3-308 of the Municipal Code and moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three days be suspended.  Councilmember Linhart seconded the motion to suspend the rules requiring the ordinance be read three times and upon roll call vote on the motion the following was the vote.  Roll call vote. Yes. Linhart, Brozovsky, Lempka and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
Brozovsky moved for passage of Ordinance #979. Publishing this ordinance in The Wilber Republican one time in pamphlet form, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Lempka.  The Mayor then stated the question, “Shall Ordinance #979 be passed and adopted?”  Upon roll call vote, the following was the vote.  Roll call vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0.
ORDINANCE #979
	Whereupon the Mayor announced that the introduction of Ordinances was now in order.  
	Whereupon it was moved by Councilmember Brozovsky and seconded by Councilmember Lempka that the minutes of the proceedings of the Mayor and Council of the City of Wilber, Saline County, Nebraska in the matter of passing and approving Ordinance #979 be preserved and kept in a separate and distinct volume be incorporated in and made a part of these proceedings the same as though it were spread at large herein.  The Mayor called the roll, and the following was the vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Craig Vyhnalek was present to request the City declare the Fire & Rescue Department’s old analog radios as surplus so they can try to sell them.  Craig also explained that the Fire & Rescue Dept. will apply for some grants to help with the purchase of additional digital radios.  After some discussion, Sasek moved and Brozovsky seconded to declare the Fire & Rescue Dept. old radios as surplus and advertise to sell them.  Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky and Sasek. No. None Motion carried 4-0. 
	Sasek moved and Linhart seconded to authorize the Fire & Rescue Dept. to submit applications for grant funds to help pay for the purchase of new digital radios.  Roll call vote. Yes. Linhart, Brozovsky, Lempka and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Discussion was held on options for internet service at the Fire Hall.  After some discussion it was agreed Craig Vyhnalek should contact Windstream to determine what the options are for internet service at the Fire Hall. 
	Council reviewed the results of the City’s water and sewer rate study done by Nebraska Rural Water Association on the rates, revenue and expenses for those departments.  The City has been steadily losing money in the water and sewer departments for the past several years.  After further discussion, Sasek moved and Linhart seconded the motion to increase the monthly base rate for water to $20.00 plus $2.25 per 100 cubic feet of water used and to increase the sewer monthly base rate to $20.00 plus $3.25 per 100 cubic feet of water, based on the average usage in the January through March quarter.  Ordinances will be drawn up and placed on the June  2024 agenda for consideration. Roll call vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Linhart moved and Brozovsky seconded to open a public hearing at 7:15 p.m. for the purpose of consideration of a new Class C Liquor License application for Ambition Coffee LLC at Hotel Wilber, 203 S Wilson St., Wilber, NE.  Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0.  Melissa Smith and John Connell explained their intent to sell alcohol on the Hotel Wilber premises.  After some discussion, the Mayor twice asked for public comment either in favor of or opposing the application.  No public comment was received.  Sasek moved and Brozovsky seconded to close the public hearing at 7:17 p.m.  Roll call vote. Yes. Linhart, Brozovsky Lempka and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. Sasek moved and Lempka seconded to approve the Liquor License application for Melissa Smith dba Ambition Coffee LLC at Hotel Wilber, 203 S Wilson St., Wilber, NE.  Roll call vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Lempka moved and Brozovsky seconded to open a public hearing at 7:20 p.m. for the purpose of consideration of a new Class C Liquor License application for Jason Brinkman dba Stroker’s Saloon, 120 W 3rd St., Wilber, NE.  Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky  and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0.  Jason Brinkman explained that he has purchased the bar business at 120 W 3rd Street and is applying for a Class C Liquor License. After some discussion, the Mayor twice asked for public comment either in favor of or opposing the application.  No public comment was received.  Linhart moved and Brozovsky seconded to close the public hearing at 7:22 p.m.  Roll call vote. Yes. Linhart, Brozovsky, Lempka and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0.  Brozovsky moved and Sasek seconded to approve the Liquor License application for Jason Brinkman dba Stroker’s Saloon, 120 W 3rd St., Wilber, NE.  Roll call vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Brozovsky moved and Sasek seconded to approve the renewal proposal from LIGHT (League Insurance Government Health Team) for employee health insurances through BCBS Insurance and ancillary benefits through Mutual of Omaha effective July 1, 2024.  Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Sasek moved and Lempka seconded to open a public hearing regarding the property at 606 W 7th Street which has been declared a nuisance property by the City Council.  Roll call vote. Yes. Linhart, Brozovsky, Lempka and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0.   City Attorney Tad Eickman presented information regarding the condition of the property and the purpose of this hearing, which is to discuss with the property owner the City’s expectations to get this property cleaned up and the property owners plan to improve the condition of this property.  Property owner Kevin Tachovsky was present to discuss with Council his intentions to improve the condition of his property.  He explained that he has been ill for several months and stated that he intends to get several items removed from the property, hopefully within the next month.  After discussion with the property owner the Council explained to him that the City will allow him a reasonable amount of time to get the property cleaned up, but he needs to continue to make noticeable progress.  This item will be revisited in June to determine if enough progress is being made or if further action is necessary.  Sasek moved and Lempka seconded to close the hearing at 7:38 p.m.  Roll call vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Discussion was held regarding pool admission charges, season passes and prices for pool parties.  It was agreed to keep the prices the same as last year which are as follows.  Daily admission $5; ten punch pass $40; Single season pass $75; Family season pass $200 for up to five immediate family members plus $20 for each additional family member under the age of 19.  Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	The Mayor made a recommendation to increase pool employee wages as follows.  1st year guards $11.25 per hour; 2nd year guards $11.75 per hour; 3rd year guards $12.25 per hour; 4th year guards $12.75 per hour; 5th year guards $13.25 per hour; Asst. Managers $15.50 per hour; Manager $18.50 per hour. When working after hours pool parties – guards $14.00 per hour; Manager $17.00 per hour unless the head manager Michelle Kalkwarf is managing then she will receive her regular rate of $18.50 per hour. After some discussion, Lempka moved and Brozovsky seconded to approve the increase in pool employees’ wages as recommended by the Mayor. Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	Discussion was held on a property owner who has received permission from the Legion to connect to their private sewer line.  However, the sewer line will run along the north edge of the sand volleyball court in the Legion Park which is City property.  Brozovsky moved and Lempka seconded to approve this request to install a private sewer along the north edge of the sand volleyball court property and to have City Attorney Tad Eickman draw up an easement between the City and the property owner.  Roll call vote. Yes. Linhart, Brozovsky, Lempka and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	City reports were given by Department Heads. Discussion was held on potential future water restrictions; the City is asking that residents be mindful of the amount of water they use for  watering lawns due to current draught conditions and low water table levels.  
Lempka moved and Linhart seconded to go into closed session for the protection of the public interest regarding legal negotiations for land acquisition, contract negotiations and discussion of personnel.  Roll call vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. The Mayor restated the purpose of the closed session is for legal negotiations for land acquisition, contract negotiations and discussion of personnel.  The Mayor and Council went into closed session at 8:07 p.m. Those attending the closed session were Mayor Chrans, Councilmembers Sasek, Linhart, Lempka and Brozovsky.  City Clerk Lori Rezny, City Treasurer Melissa Beeman, City Superintendent Tim Krivohlavek and Water/WWTP Operator Jason Ripa.  The meeting doors were opened at 8:30 p.m. Sasek moved and Linhart seconded to come out of closed session at 8:30 p.m. Roll call vote. Yes. Lempka, Linhart, Brozovsky and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0.  
Lempka moved and Brozovsky seconded to authorize the Mayor to execute the real estate purchase agreement for acquisition of land for a future municipal water supply project.  Roll call vote. Yes. Linhart, Brozovsky, Lempka and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
It was agreed to advertise for part time summer Laborer and a full time Lineman. 
	Sasek moved and Brozovsky seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m.  Roll call vote. Yes. Brozovsky, Lempka, Linhart and Sasek. No. None. Motion carried 4-0. 
	

